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Chinese (Mandarin) Pronunciation and Romanization Quick Reference

Pronunciation Notes
father

aisle

between can and con

father + sing

sauerkraut
spike voiceless/unaspirated
it's hal tongue forward (behind lower
— front teeth)
strongly aspirated, tongue
cheese curled/drawn back
stay voiceless/unaspirated
like British "err"
eight
chicken
lung

fur (first and second tones),

between fur and are (third and

fourth tones)

fox

sky voiceless/unaspirated
like German "nacht"

machine (after z, ¢, s, zh, ch,
sh, and r, a vowel produced by
keeping the initial's manner)
yacht

i+ en

i+ ang

i+ ao (yowl)

i+ e (yet)

machine

i+ sing

i+ ong

union (first and second tones),
yolk (third and fourth tones)

not like an

voiceless/unaspirated, tongue
flat against roof of mouth

kilo strongly aspirated

lima

mike

november

watch, jeep
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Pronunciation Notes
wall
hood + sing
soul
papa strongly aspirated

strongly aspirated, tongue flat

cheap against roof of mouth
crane tongue curled/drawn back

After a, o, e, u, ng,add r

After ai, an, en, drop final letter and add r

After i and G (after consonants), add er

After i, in, un, drop final letter and add er

tongue forward (behind lower

sail front teeth)

sheet tongue curled/drawn back
tango strongly aspirated

rule tongue curled/drawn back
wander

wide

u+an

wander + sing

water + lung

between we and weigh (first
and second tones), weigh (third
and fourth tones)

u+en

waltz

like French "rue", or German
"Uber"

ii + ian

i+e

ii+n

machine with lips rounded as
for ooze
not like an

tongue flat against roof of
mouth

tongue forward (behind lower
front teeth)
voiceless/unaspirated, tongue
curled/drawn back

between see and she
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